
How soon is too soon to talk to your kids or grandkids 
about money? As a new grandpa, I’m giving this 
serious thought. If they are old enough to ask 
for a toy or a bike, they are old enough to start 
learning financial lessons that will last a lifetime. 
The best financial lessons are part of everyday 
experience. Look for opportunities to talk about 
money, read books aloud and play games 
that center around spending money wisely. Be 
open and honest when you discuss your financial 
experiences—good or bad. Just do it!

SLB is pleased to offer a Loyalty Debit Card Program in partnership with 
three local school districts; Silver Lake, Seaman and Auburn-Washburn. 
Customers using our debit card with the school’s logo to make purchases 
(without using a PIN), are earning a nickel for your school with each 
transaction. We are proud of our partnership with these districts. We 
recently handed out checks representing accumulated funds to Seaman 
and Auburn-Washburn for $3,806 and $2,951 respectively. Watch for our 
upcoming announcement about our newest partnership with the Topeka 
Zoo. 

Our SLB staff is the best! We had a great turnout for our free community 
shred event (see photo below) that included grilling over 500 hamburgers. 
Staff (too many to mention!) filled the truck with your confidential records 
and destroyed 8500 pounds of sensitive information. Staff participated with 
the Shawnee County Fair 4H Livestock Auction by accepting payments 
(Gage Branch Mgr Bert Haflich & Credit Administrator Cindy Lawson) for 
animals purchased. Of course, we bid on and purchased a few as well 
(Lender Cole Sjeklocha).  We sponsored and volunteered (Controller Ryan 
Geist,) at the 10th annual Sporting Clays for Kids and taught financial 
education (Lender Matthew Clarke) to 5th graders at Elmont Elementary. 
Habitat for Humanity board members (Jhk Assistant Branch Mgr Lindsey 
Martin) participated in the Humanity Board Build, where they combined 
two halves of a house constructed by Seaman and Washburn Rural’s 
building class students. 

Thank you for choosing 
SLB as YOUR bank. We 
are honored to help with 
your financial journey.

Patrick R. Gideon
President
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Kansas State Treasurer’s Office Release

State Treasurer Jake LaTurner is promoting the need for 
greater youth financial literacy by bringing awareness 
to a student-run bank model started by a local Kansas 
bank and school district that he feels could be used 
statewide to teach youth important financial skills.

With the help of the Auburn-Washburn Unified School 
District, Topeka-based Silver Lake Bank set up a branch 
of their bank inside Washburn Rural High School, and put 
the task of running the bank almost entirely in the hands 
of the students. Treasurer LaTurner had the opportunity 
to visit this school and produced a video of the 
operation which can be found on the State Treasurer’s 
website at www.kansascash.ks.gov/student-bank with 
the goal of encouraging other school districts and their
potential bank partners to team up and develop a 
similar program for their students.

“In a world where credit is being offered to our kids 
at every turn, it is more important now than ever for 
us to be teaching the next generation about money; 
how to use it, how not to use it, and most importantly 
how to save and invest it for their future. This school-
bank partnership is a fantastic way to do just that,” said 
LaTurner.

In the model used at WRHS, students and faculty are 
encouraged to make regular deposits, using incentives 
to teach the students to save their money and watch 
it grow throughout the year. Students that get the 
chance to work in the bank leave high school with a 
working knowledge of the world of finance, and fresh 
job skills for their resume. The school also utilizes the bank 
branch to streamline cash handling by student clubs 
and organizations. Tickets for school dances, fees for 
band trips, spirit wear and much more are purchased 
through the school bank. This setup alleviates the need 
for faculty advisors to have the added responsibility of 
keeping the books for extracurricular activities.

“Everyone I have spoken to that has been involved with 
this project says it has been well worth the time and 
investment,” said LaTurner. “We hope that the success 
of this program will inspire other school districts and 
their local banks to team up and try it. These kinds of 
efforts to educate the rising generation on the proper 
handling of money, investing and saving can have a 
lasting effect on their future.”

SLB sponsors 3 student-run banks in the community 
located at Washburn Rural, Seaman and Silver Lake 
High Schools. 
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State Treasurer Promotes Financial Literacy 
with School-Community Bank Model
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Prime

Current
08/20/2019

Last Month
07/20/2019

1 year ago 
08/20/2018

Federal 
Funds
1 Year 
T-Bill
5 Year 
Note
10 Year 
Note

DOW

NASDAQ

S&P

5.25% 5.50% 5.00%

2.13% 2.41% 1.92%

1.72% 1.94% 2.43%

1.42% 1.80% 2.70%

1.55% 2.05% 2.82%

25,962.44 27,154.20 25,758.69

7,948.56 8,146.49 7,821.01

2,900.51 2,976.61 2,857.05

Financial Corner

‘I came to SLB due to Jen Valdivia who was 
then at the SW branch. She took time to show 
this old guy how to use online banking, with 
hesitation I did! Jen has been a jewel and 
gone above and beyond to help me! Bring 
her back!’ ... J.E.

‘Thank you all (Southwest branch) so much for 
your help & patience as we worked through 
our trust. Your help was amazing & more 
appreciated that you know!’
... Mike

“Thank you so much for always supporting 
us at the fair! We greatly appreciate it. You 
are always so generous to us! We are always 
happy to see you and thanks again!” 
... Shelby & Riley

‘I want to give a quick shout out to Elliot & SLB 
(Silver Lake branch). I had issues with my Visa 
card when traveling internationally & staff 
went beyond what was asked for me. If you’re 
looking for a place to bank - I’d recommend 
SLB, every time!’...Facebook post from Luke 

‘I’ve been a customer since the 1950’s. Silver 
Lake Bank is a great bank and has provided a 
wonderful service to the community (speaking 
to ‘Shred Day’)! PS. That was a delicious 
hamburger patty’… E.A.

Banking & Beyond
Thank you for the compliment! 

Jalapeño Strawberry Jelly
Prep Time: 30-60 minutes

Servings: 8 jars
Total Time: 12 hours

Ingredients
• 4 c. crushed strawberries
• 1 c. minced jalapeño 

peppers
• 1/4 c. lemon juice
• 1 2 oz. package 

powdered fruit pectin
• 7 c. white sugar
• 8 half pint canning jars 

with lids and rings

“I found this recipe one year 
when there was an abundance 
of jalapeño peppers and we 
were looking for small gifts to 
share with our extended family.  
It’s become a yearly event, 
including using the turkey fryer

Directions
1. Place crushed strawberries, minced jalapeño pepper, 

lemon juice, and pectin into large saucepan. Bring to boil 
over high heat. Simmer, stir in sugar until dissolved. Return 
to boil. Cook for 1 minute.

2. Sterilize jars and lids in boiling water at least 5 minutes. 
Pack jam into hot jars to within 1/4 inch of top. Run a 
knife around the insides of the jars after filling to remove 
air bubbles. Wipe the rims of the jars with a moist paper 
towel. Top with lids, and screw on rings.

3. Place a rack in bottom of large stockpot. Fill halfway with 
water. Bring to boil over high heat. Lower jars into pot 
using a holder. Leave 2 inch space between jars. Keep 
boiling water level at least 1 inch above jar tops. Bring 
water to full boil, cover pot, and process for 10 minutes.

4. Remove jars from stockpot. Place onto cloth-covered 
or wood surface, several inches apart. Cool overnight. 
Once cool, press top of each lid with finger, ensuring seal 
is tight. Store in a cool, dark area.

Put your home’s equity to work and enjoy the 
benefit of fixed monthly payments. A home equity 
loan uses your home as collateral and is often 
called a “second mortgage.” The advantage 
of a home equity installment loan is that the 
homeowner receives a lump sum at a fixed 
interest rate. A fixed rate loan provides simplicity 
in budgeting because your monthly payment amount remains 
the same over the life of the loan and will never increase.  

The amount you borrow is drawn at closing, making it a good 
source for major projects or one-time expenses. Consumers 
obtain home equity loans usually to make major repairs or 
renovations such as adding a new room or updating and 
remodeling a kitchen or bathroom. 

Ask a Silver Lake Bank Lender for more information!

SLB Home Equity Installment Loans
By Kay Graham Scott, SVP / Retail Banking Manager

on the patio for 
the hot water 
bath canning 
process.” Roberta 
“Bert” Haflich, 
Gage Branch 
Manager
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As a community bank in search 
of new deposits a number of 
years ago, Kay Graham Scott, 
our deposit operations and 
marketing manager, and I 
were discussing opportunities 
with Churches. We both served 
on our respective finance 
committees and were looking for ways to expand 
our church deposit relationships. The conversation 
evolved into offering a unique service no other 
local bank provides, “counting the collection 
plate”. We recognized the challenges facing 
churches in performing this weekly task, from 
not being able to find consistent volunteers to 
lack of dual control. We offer a solution that lets 
us do what we do best, counting and tracking 
money, while performing the task in dual control 
and providing reporting to the Church with all 
the details they need to track the giving in their 
accounting system. 

Additionally, we were aware some churches 
struggle with investing money into higher earning 
CD accounts due to the fear of a CD penalty in 
case they had an unexpected need arise. We 
added a penalty-free CD to our Church Products 
and Services mix to alleviate that concern. 
Of course, we offer financing for church building 
projects as well. If you are aware of a need for 
our Church Products and Services or have any 
questions, feel free to contact myself or anyone 
of our branch managers for assistance. 

SLB Church Accounts 
Make Accounting a Breeze

The phone rings, and an automated voice makes the pitch. 
Perhaps it’s a message asking you to donate to a veterans’ 
charity, or maybe it’s one asking for you to donate to breast 
cancer research. It’s important to cast a critical eye on 
these unsolicited charity robocalls before donating to make 
sure they are legitimate.

How It Works 
• Scammers use the same techniques as trusted charities to 
reach you — and this includes robocalls. 
• The name of the fake charity may resemble the name of 
a real charity. 
• The fake charity might ask you to wire money or send cash 
— see this as a red flag. 

What You Should Know 
• Real charities need your support, and they lose out when 
a scammer intervenes. 
• Scammers will put pressure on you to act quickly, before 
you have a chance to think it through. 

What You Should Do 
• Research charities before donating. It’s easy to do — check 
out charities at www.give.org or www.charitynavigator.org. 
• Consider making an annual giving plan at the start of the 
year for all of the charities you will support. You can simply 
explain to any organization not on your list that you’ve made 
your commitments for the year. 

“As Bank Security Officer, I look for ways 
to keep customers safe and informed”, 
Christa Manning, Vice President

Cast a Critical Eye on 
Unsolicited Charity Robocalls
By Dr. Maren Turned, AARP Kansas State DirectorBy Eric Donaldson, SVP / Chief FInancial Officer


