
As we are all aware, identity theft and scammers 
cross our paths daily. It’s important that you pay 
close attention to your confidential information 
to avoid a great deal of hassle and potentially 
a loss of your funds. 

On a personal note, I’m the treasurer of our 
investment club group. We have our funds in a 
Schwab account so we can do active trading. 
Everything had worked well until recently, when 
one of our officer’s identity was hacked and stolen. 
We then witnessed $2,000,000 swept from this Schwab 
account, AFTER we had notified Schwab of this intrusion. Our club was 
able to get the money back, but only after I spent approximately 30 hours 
on the phone working through this ordeal.

At Silver Lake Bank, our first priority is to protect your money and financial 
data. We utilize a combination of safeguards and provide continual staff 
education. What can you do to protect yourself?

• Secure your digital life by using a password manager and don’t reuse 
passwords. A thief can take a password and username from a data 
breach and try using them randomly at various institutions.

• Practice safe browsing and don’t click on links in strange emails or text 
messages. 

• Be careful where and how you use a credit card. Don’t give out 
information over the phone if it feels wrong. Claim your free credit 
report through all three bureaus annually.

• If you don’t plan on accessing credit soon or often, consider applying 
a credit freeze making it difficult for a thief to open new accounts in 
your name.

• Cover your paper trail by shredding documents containing confidential 
information. You can also sign up for USPS Informed Delivery. The USPS 
scans your mail and sends you an email with images of the envelopes 
each day. 

Rest assured, we are committed to serving customers both in-person and 
online. Think of us when you have your next financial need.

Thank you for banking with SLB.

Patrick R. Gideon
President
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SLB staff enjoys anniversary lunch together. Pictured 
left to right: Ryan Geist - Controller, Jackie Griffiths 
– Teller, Staci Bray - VP/Loan Processing Manager, 
Brenda Brown - Loan Assistant & Cindy Lawson – Credit 
Administrator

‘Never give your online or mobile banking password to 
anyone!’ Shane Koci, Online Banking Manager

Emily Donaldson, daughter of CFO Eric Donaldson, 
recently completed her junior year at Colorado Christian 
University in Denver (CCU) playing on the women’s 
golf team. She was named RMAC All Conference First 
Team and RMAC All Conference Academic First Team. 
The latter was a first for a women’s golfer at CCU. The 
highlight of her sophomore year was a Missions trip with 
her golf team to Nairobi, Kenya to conduct golf clinics 
and serve in inner-city schools. The CCU women’s golf 
team is ranked 9th in the nation academically with a 
3.80 GPA and plans to make Nationals this spring for the 
first time in program history.  Majoring in accounting, 
Emily has completed an internship with Spicer Jeffries in 
Denver and served in the CCU Student Senate.

Money Mule
Scams

If someone sends you money and 
asks you to send it to someone 
else, STOP. You could be what 
some people call a money mule — 
someone scammers use to transfer 
and launder stolen money. 

Scammers often ask you to buy 
gift cards or wire money. They might 
recruit you through online job ads, 
prize offers, or dating websites.

Scammers:

Send you 
a check

Tell you to 
send some of 
the money to 
someone else

When you later find out the check was bad, you could be 
stuck covering the entire amount of the check, including 
what you sent. And that might overdraw your account.

HOW TO AVOID A MONEY MULE SCAM:

Never use your own bank 
account, or open one in 
your name, to transfer 
money for an employer. 

Never pay to collect 
a prize or move any 
money out of your 
“winnings.”

Never send money to 
an online love interest, 
even if he or she sends 
you a check first.

WHAT TO DO 
if you spot 
this scam:

Break off contact with the scammers 
and stop moving money for them.

Tell your bank and the wire transfer 
or gift card company — right away.

Report it to the Federal Trade Commission 
at ftc.gov/complaint.

Criminals are good at conning people into helping them move money. 
Don’t do it. You could lose money and get in trouble with the law.

ftc.gov/ScamAlerts aba.com/Consumers
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Allie’s Easy GumboAllie’s Easy Gumbo Total Time: 60 minutesTotal Time: 60 minutes

• 1 rope of beef sausage or 
andouille (12-16oz), cut into 
half moons

• 2 tbsp of vegetable oil
• 2-4 tbsp of flour
• 1 onion chopped
• 1 green pepper chopped
• 1 cup of celery chopped 

(approx 3 stocks)
• 4 cloves of garlic minced
• 4 cups of chicken broth
• 4 cups of water
• 2 large chicken breasts
• 1/2 lb of pre-cooked medium 

shrimp (with tails and veins 
removed)

• 2 cups of uncooked instant rice
• Salt, Pepper, Garlic Salt, Onion 

Powder, Slap Yo Mamas Hot 
Cajun Seasoning for taste

IngredientsIngredients DirectionsDirections
1. In a large pot, cook sausage at medium until browned. 
2. Remove sausage from pot leaving all grease in the pot. Set aside. 

Turn to medium/low and add oil to grease in pot. Slowly whisk in 
flour, and continue whisking for 5-8 mins until you have a light brown 
thickened roux. DON’T LEAVE, or it may burn. 

3. Add onion, green pepper, and celery to roux pot, and sauté about 
5-8 minutes until softened. Add garlic and cook another 2 minutes. 
Add broth and water to vegetables and bring to a boil. 

4. In a separate saucepan, add raw chicken and enough water to 
cover. Bring to a boil and cook chicken approx. 8-10 mins, until 
chicken is fully cooked. 
Remove from water to 
cutting board. Using a fork, 
shred chicken. Add cooked 
sausage, shrimp, shredded 
chicken and rice into boiling 
broth/vegetable pot. Add all 
seasonings to taste. Cook for 
another 10 mins. 

“This is my wife’s recipe and one of her favorite things 
to cook. It’s flavorful, easy cleanup, and tastes even 
better the next day.” - Ryan Geist, AVP / Controller, 
Jayhawk Branch

1. Kitchen remodeling - Kitchen 
remodels are the sixth-most 
popular project in the country 
among homeowners planning 
renovations in 2021, according 
to HomeAdvisor’s 2021 True Cost 
Report. In addition, according to 
Remodeling’s 2021 Cost vs. Value 
report, minor kitchen remodels 
with midrange finishes recoup 72.2 
percent of their cost in home value.
“Because of the relatively higher 
cost of kitchen remodels, financing 
these projects with lower-interest 
home equity loans could be a great 
way to improve your home value,” 
says Mischa Fisher, chief economist 
for Angi, the service that powers 
HomeAdvisor.
2. Bathroom remodeling - Bathroom 
remodels also provide relatively 
good return on investment, with 60.1 
percent of a midrange remodel’s 
cost recouped, according to 
Remodeling’s 2021 Cost vs. Value 

Five ways to use a home equity loan for home improvementFive ways to use a home equity loan for home improvement
By Natalie Campisi, Courtesy of Bankrate.com

report. “Bathroom remodels were 
the most-planned project for 2021 in 
the HomeAdvisor True Cost Report, 
but they also carry a high average 
cost of $13,401,” Fisher says. “Since 
that is more cash than most people 
would like to pay up front, bathroom 
remodels could be one of the best 
options for financing.”
3. Building a deck - Decks have seen 
one of the most significant increases 
in popularity of the major projects 
tracked by HomeAdvisor’s True 
Cost Report, rising from the 10th-
most completed project of 2020 to 
the seventh-most planned project 
of 2021. They also provide a solid 
return on investment, according 
to Remodeling’s 2021 Cost vs. 
Value report, with wood deck 
additions recouping 65.8 percent 
of their value and composite deck 
additions recouping 63.2 percent.
4. Upgrading your garage door- 
Replacing your garage door 

practically pays for itself, recouping 
93.8 percent of the cost, according 
to Remodeling. That put it at the 
top of the list for retained value at 
resale.
5. Roof replacement - A roof 
replacement is a wise investment, 
Sterling says. An asphalt shingle roof 
can provide a return of 60.7 percent, 
according to Remodeling’s 2021 
Cost vs. Value report. “Like garage 
doors, this may also be a necessity if 
you have an old or damaged roof,” 
Sterling says. “You also get a better 
return on shingles as opposed to 
metal roofs.”
If your home is worth significantly 
more than what you still owe on 
your mortgage, you may be able 
to use that equity to pay for home 
improvements or renovations. Want 
to learn more? Contact an SLB 
Lender for how to get started with 
your project. 

Makes 6-8 servingsMakes 6-8 servings
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Staff promotionStaff promotion

Sierra is the new CSR at our Jayhawk 
location in North Topeka. She is 
a student at Washburn where 
she began studying elementary 
education, but has expanded to 
exploring other fields as well. You 

can find her at the dog park with her 
Australian Shepherd, Birdie. 

Sierra Tucker

Chrissy is the new Executive Assistant 
at our Jayhawk location in North 
Topeka. She loves spending time 
with her daughter, her four dogs, 
and cheering on the Chiefs. She will 
never turn her nose up at barbeque 

or Mexican food. 

Chrissy Cunningham

Dakota is the new Credit Analyst 
at our Jayhawk location in North 
Topeka. He recently graduated from 
Washburn with a BBA in Finance & 
Management while also working full 
time for Topeka Bible Church doing 

building maintenance work. He is a 
talented woodworker and builder.

Dakota Tucker
Meet the new staffMeet the new staff

Lexi is a teller who floats between 
SLB branches depending on where 
she is needed most day-to-day. 
She is currently reading “Wuthering 
Heights” by Emily Bronte and she 
can usually be caught reading, 

playing guitar, or spending time with 
her friends and family. 

Lexi Loschen

Katie Boyer
Katie Boyer has been promoted from 
Customer Service Representative 
to Southwest Branch Manager. 
She has been with SLB for almost 
two years and attends Washburn 
University as an Integrated Studies 

Major. Katie enjoys the challenges 
of the banking profession, training 

coworkers, and running SLB’s social 
media accounts. 

Financial CornerFinancial Corner
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‘Please give special recognition to Kelli (Lambrecht) 
for going above & beyond! Friday night, my buyers 
had less than 24 hrs. to submit an offer. She took care 
of it on Saturday morning from home! This isn’t the first 
time she’s gone out of her way for me. THANKS!’ ... Sally 
‘To our friends at Silver Lake Bank (Lawrence staff) - 
Thanks for making banking a pleasant experience 
again! We love working with you!’ ... Terry and John
‘I want to thank you (Don Hamilton & Paula Brazda) 
for all you’ve done for us over the years. SLB gave us a 
chance when no bank would! Thanks again!’ ... Joan 
‘Thank you so much (Christa Manning) for always 
being 100% willing to help me out. You are simply a joy 
and a blessing to me!!’ … Monica

Banking  & Beyond
Thank you for the compliment! 

The ‘Add-to Penalty Free CD’ is a hybrid savings account 
and CD with a fixed interest rate for a 12-month term. 
You may make additional deposits (minimum $25) 
anytime during the term. Use this product as a parking 
lot to accumulate funds to save for a rainy day, a down 
payment, college, a remodeling project, a dream 
cruise or for monies you are waiting to reinvest at a 
later date. Call us for current rates. (One withdrawal 
allowed per quarter, unless within 6 days after deposit. 
$1,000 is minimum initial deposit.) Ask a Customer 
Service Rep for more information!

Grow your money with SLB’s Grow your money with SLB’s 
Add-to Penalty Free CDsAdd-to Penalty Free CDs


